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1 . (Currently amended) A carrier device for use in an antibiotic sxjsceptibili^ test C'AST"), the 
device leleasably canying an antibiotic related to the test, and bearing macT^inft readable 
information conccmii^ tiie antibiotic, ^^erein the device also includes orientation jneans for 
enabling an image aselysM mtllYZCT to determine an op&nal reading direction of iht readable 
infbnnation, the device is an AST disk, the moaohino machine readable information comprises a 
code of one or more letters and one or more numerals and wheaiein the orientation means 
comprises means odier than said code. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Original) A device accoiding to claim I, in whidi the orientation meai^ 
machine readable information. 

4. - 5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cunratly amended) A device accoiding to clai^ 

conqnises an arrangement of inibnnatfon pxesented on the device suficCt in addition to (he codei 

7. (Previously presented) A device according to daim i, in vAuck said orientation means 
comprises lincariy-Brretnged infoxmatLon. 

8. (Original) A device according to claim 7» wbereih said Hnearly^-arFangcd infimnatton is 
parallel to 4ie opthnal reading direction of the readable infimnation. 

9. (Pieviously presented) A device according to clmm 7, ivfaerein said lineariy-azranged 
information is a printed line or lines, printed below or above code. 
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10. (Previously presented) A device according to claim 9^ vvdiercm said orientatioii means 
comprises an underiiiie prmted be^iescth the code. 

11. (E^evioQsIy presented) A device according to claim 1» in ^Nbkh said code identifies said 
substance and/or its concentration. 

12. (Previously presented) An image analysis system for interpr e ti ng AST plates» each of v^ucfa 
holds a plurality of devices each in accordance with claim 1, the system comprising: 

support means for siqjportipg an AST plate; 

camera means ftr imatgixig a plate supported by said s upport means; and 

electronic infbrmadon processing means, linked to said camera mear», programmed or 

trained to 

locate an AST disk on said plate fiom among the plurality of AST disks, 

identify orientation means on the located disks, 
and rotate die perodved image of the located disks as 
required so tiiat the perceived image of a multicharacter 
code printed on the device is broogbt into aiignnieo^ 
a proper reading dinecdon fiir the code, and 
read the code. 

1 3 . (Previously presented) An image analysis system according to claim 12, vftdtii additionally 
<f«tftrn>inea tiie s\m nf the zone of iflhihitionT if any, surrounding an AST disk. 
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14. (Praviooflly piesented) Aa onalyris system accoidiiig to claim 13, vAieniii Ifae dectrcmic 
mf ormfitdon pi ocesaing means isuctudt s or is linked to an expert system oompr^ng a da t abase of 
AST cfaaracteiistics of known micro-orgamsma. 

15. (Previously pfesenlsd) An analysis syslemac^^ 
displaying an AST disk inu^ge- 

16. (Previously presented) An analysis system according claim 13 iwhcrdn flie diameter of the 
zoneof inUbidonisdetemiined. ^ 

17. (Prwiously presented) An analysis system acconfing to claim 13 wherein the system is 
programmed or trained to identify orientation means \^cli comprises an xmde rlin e printed 
beneath the nnilti-Gfaaracter code. 

18. (Currently amended) An image asalyaef msiosi £»: use in detBrminiog the result of 
antiUotic susceptibility testing of micro-org?msms on a culture ii»dium» compr^ng: 

a) camera ineans for vkwingtiiecuhure medium; 

b) electromc infimnation processing means» linked to said camera means, 
programmed or trained to interpret any region of visiMy ahered micro-ocgamsm growdi in the 
vicinity of a susceptibility testing device, comprising an ^T disk according to cUum 1 present 
on die culture medium, vvheidn 5«dd processiiQ mea^ 

code on the £sk indicative of the susceptiHli^ reagent in the device and to interpret orientaticm 
means incorporated in or <m tiie disk by \t4iich die opt^ 

«irtftpfif iifi jyvtpf^i; >BdL and to adjust as necessary the actual reading diredion to bring the actual 
reading direction into line iwidi the actual Ofientadon of 
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